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Letter from Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 
Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Without a doubt, this is the hardest letter that I have 
had to write as your Bishop of the Greater Northwest 
Area. As you have heard by now, the Western 
Jurisdiction Committee on Episcopacy has assigned 
me to the Los Angeles Area, and I will be starting 
there on September 1, 2016. 

I have to be honest, this news caught me completely 
by surprise, and I have been reeling from it ever since. Although United Methodist bishops are 
subject to reassignment every four years, and the standard term is for eight years or two terms, I 
was hoping that the work that we have started could have been completed by coming back for one 
more quadrennium. I was more confident of returning than not, and in my human folly, did not 
anticipate the possibility of really moving. Oh, I realized it was a possibility, but perhaps because I 
did not want to face that fact, psychologically distanced myself from that reality. 

We plan – God laughs, and this sums up well my human sinfulness. I had not planned to move, 
but God had other intensions. It is once again a reminder that we are not in charge of our lives, 
and had I truly left this in the hands of God, I would not be in this state of shock. 

The prevailing symbol of my calendar book, scribbled with events in date blocks of things I had 
planned for the Greater Northwest serves as a reminder of my folly. Had I left this in the hands of 
God, no future dates would have been made. In fact, if I really turned my life to God, I would have 
thrown away my calendar completely! 

Which brings me back to the reason for this last pastoral letter to you all. It is to say goodbye, and 
to sincerely thank you for being in ministry with me these past years. It was a wild ride we were on, 
and I think we are posed to do great things in the near future. All of the signs of vitality are right 
there for us, and like Moses not being able to enter the promised land, I will not be able to go there 
with you. I do know that you will get there, and that is very comforting – not completely satisfying, 
but very comforting. 

Those of you who know me well realize that I tend to suppress deep emotional outbursts, and in 
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not facing some of the hard possibilities of life like having to leave people you care deeply for, you 
put off for tomorrow that which you should be facing today. That's simply me, and that is why I am 
in this predicament of not being truly ready to leave. But what I have come to realize is these deep 
seated emotions of care tend to flood out at the most inappropriate of times, and I am somewhat 
glad that I didn't embarrass myself in front of all you at annual conference or other big occasions. 

However, this is also the hard evidence of how much I love all of you, and why I have so much 
gratitude for the time we have spent together. It is also why I wanted to end my episcopal career 
with all of you – to be the only area that I was able to serve. You also know that I don’t like “touchy-
feely” reactions, and I have crossed way over that line already! 

However, truly believing in servant leadership, I must model the itinerant system that was at the 
heart of John Wesley’s ecclesiology. As difficult as it is to have to accept that, I do so as a servant 
of Christ, realizing once again that it is not my plans, but God’s plans that must be obeyed and 
followed. 

In closing, and by way of a final goodbye, let me share how much my time with all of you has 
meant to me. You have formed me and molded me into the servant leader I am today, and my only 
response is one of profound gratitude… 

Be the Hope, 

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 
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Bishop Stanovsky Assigned to the Greater NW Area 
Upon the recommendation of the Committee on Episcopacy, the Western Jurisdiction 

has assigned Bishop Elaine Stanovsky to Greater Northwest area for the 2016-2020 
quadrennium.  

Elaine earned her BA degree summa cum 
laude from the University of Puget Sound and 
her M.Div. degree from Harvard Divinity School. 
Elaine was ordained deacon and elder in the 
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference, where 
she served pastorates at Kennydale and Crown 
Hill United Methodist churches in the Seattle 
area. From 1990 1995 she served as President/
Director of the ecumenical Church Council of 
Greater Seattle. In 1995 she began her service 
as the Puget Sound District Superintendent. In 
2002 she became the Director of Connectional 
Ministries and Assistant to the Bishop, a position she held until 2005 when she began her 
service as dean of the cabinet and superintendent of the Seattle and Tacoma Districts. 

Elected in the episcopacy in 2008 by the Western Jurisdiction, she has served for eight 
years in the Mountain Sky Area of The United Methodist Church. While leading the church 
there she has made significant connections with the Native American community of the 
area and been a champion inside and outside the church for reconciliation with Native 
People and providing an honest telling of the history of the atrocities done in the name of 
the church. 

Jan Nelson, Oregon-Idaho Conference Lay Leader and a member of the Episcopacy 
Committee shared these thoughts on the assignment, “I wish Bishop Hagiya the best in his 
new assignment, and I am excited to welcome Bishop Stanovsky to ministry with us in 
Oregon-Idaho and in the episcopal area. It will be a pleasure to help her get to know our 
conference and to help our members get acquainted with her. I am confident we all will do 
exciting ministry together. 

Rev. Carlo Rapanut, Superintendent of the Alaska Annual Conference reflected, “We 
look forward to working with Bishop Elaine and look forward to welcoming her to the Alaska 
Conference.” 

“Bishop Elaine will bring innate knowledge of the Greater Northwest culture; there are 
many things about us and the communities we serve that she won’t have to learn.” Offered 
Rev. Craig Parrish, “She has a deep care for clergy and for the churches that serve as 
beacons of God’s love. Bishop Elaine has a justice mind and heart that will serve our area 
well.” 

A full biography is available on the umc.org website. 

Bishop Grant Hagiya has been assigned to the California-Pacific Annual Conference 
and will begin his term there September 1. 

Other Assignments:  
California-Nevada: Bishop Minerva Carcaño 
Desert Southwest: Bishop Robert Hoshibata 
Mountain Sky Area (Rocky Mountain and Yellowstone Conferences): Bishop Karen Oliveto 

http://pnwumc.us10.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=256cb76832&e=fef0f3a5a1
http://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=f21e1fe098&e=fef0f3a5a1


Please remember to bring in any and all garden "extras" to share 

with the Coalition of Churches. They are so grateful for any fresh 

veggies and fruit they can box up and deliver to the children! And 

don't forget to pick up a can of chili or chicken or anything that can 

be shared with our hungry neighbors. 

Thank you in advance for any and all help! 

~ Denise 

From the cluttered desks  of  your Lay Leaders, 

Joyce Stratton and Carmen Caporale… 

Rueben P. Job tells us: ‘I CAN UNDERSTAND why Christian 
spirituality is often described as a journey rather than a destination. 
The spiritual life is characterized by movement and discovery, 
challenge and change, adversity and joy, uncertainty and fulfillment. 
…Life is not a stationary experience.’ 

As your primary lay representative at NMUMC, I want to share with 
you some of the many ways by which you might like to let your talents, your gifts, shine in support of our 
loving Abba.  New Teams are being formed at NMUMC to complement the existing teams of trustees and 
finance. The new teams are OUTREACH, MEMBERSHIP, EDUCATION, FUND 
RAISING, responsible for overseeing the process of any fundraising activity, 
andEVENTS,  ie.   WEDDINGs , MEMORIALs , COMMUNITY PERFORMANCEs …any use of 
NMUMC facility by either a member or non-member.  

Charge conference is scheduled for TUES, OCT 11, at which time team leadership positions and team 
members will be announced.  You may be expecting a call in the next two months to give you the 
opportunity to be the first to select  a position that will satisfy your gifts.  In addition to the for-mentioned 
opportunities, I would like to offer the opportunity of serving as our new lay leader; a person of faith & 
integrity; an advocate for the church in the community, and  for the needs of the community; a leader who 
will foster the role of the laity in mission & ministry; encourage others to use their spiritual gifts to love & 
serve God & neighbor; meet regularly with pastor; assist advising church council; participate as a member of 
charge conference, church council, & other committees (SPR); continue involvement in study & training; 
inform laity of training opportunities. 

OKAY, so that’s a bit over the top.  But those are the duties of the lay leader as defined in the 
Discipline.  Be assured that is a bit more far-reaching than expected of our lay leader here at NMUMC. 

SO…What’s your story?  How would you like your light to shine for Christ??? 

Around the Grounds and Within 

The fresh paint that brightened the upstairs of our beautiful church this 
winter now is scheduled for the downstairs with a painting party on 
August 26th. Yes, that’s a Friday at 9am. We look forward to sharing the 
gift of service from those who can join us. As the date grows closer, 
please check your calendar and let us know if you can help by signing up 
on the Friends of the Trustees list on the welcoming table in the narthex. 

Make it a fabulous month of August with God’s blessing. 

Butch Boad, Chair 
Trustees 



Free Community Lunch 
 

The next Wednesday Free Community Lunch that will be hosted by NMUMC is on August 17th, 
from noon-1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist Church. If you would like to help in this 
community outreach program, call or talk to Judy Honsowetz or Lynn Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
 

Children’s Time is provided during worship for elementary school age children, after which 
childcare is available for all ages. 

Box Tops for Education! 
 

Barb Goodell’s school (Grapeview Elementary) has a friendly competition every 
year to see which class can collect the most “Box Tops.”  If anyone would like to 
save these for Barb, she would love to have them! Please see Barb for more details. 

Education Hour for Adults 
 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is Faithlink, a 
discussion on the intersections of 
faith and current events. 

“The Word” 
 

Do you have a different version of the bible than I do? Do you want to study 
and explore the upcoming scripture being read on Sunday? Do you like to be in 
friendly discussions as to the possible meaning of the scripture? Come join us! 
We are “The Word” group. We meet on Wednesdays at 6pm until around 7 to 

7:30pm in the church library. We are having lots of fun and discussion on what the pastor wants us to read! 
Yes, we try to stay ahead of him! Come join us! All are welcome! 

First Sunday Breakfast, August 7th, 8:30am at NMUMC 
 

Come join us for breakfast and help make breakfast burritos to share with the hungry of 
our community.          ~ Donations are always welcome ~ 

NMUMC is sponsoring a collection of cell phones to provide deployed 
and returning troops cost-free methods to communicate with  families 
while serving in the United States military. Donate cell phones (with 
their chargers) and place in the  designated box. 

Summer is such a busy time, so we 
will not be meeting in August. In 
September we will have lots of 
projects to do: kits, cards, etc. 

~ Kathy 

Women’s Bible Study! 
 

The Women’s Bible Study now meets every other Wednesday, 11:30am, at Robbi Huff’s 
house, 30 East Cardinal Court (just off Hwy. 302, Victor cut-off, in Belwood). 
In August we are meeting on the 3rd, 17th, and 31st. 
 

Contact Nancy Polen at: 360-440-4459 or npolen@yahoo.com for more information 

Caregivers Support 
Group 

will not be meeting 
in August 

News & Views D-Group 
will not be meeting 

in August 



Our Presence 

July 3 - 48 

July 10 - 53 

July 17 - 48 

July 24 - 68 

July 31 - 53 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 

Prayers for Healing and Medical Concerns 
 Hal Thomas 
 Bob Helm 
 Betty Westfall 
 Phyllis Merhaut 
 Karen Everett, Miriam Wyble’s sister 
 Nancy Polen 
 Michael Kann, Bob Stratton’s brother-in-law 
 Jennifer O’Keefe 
 Mike Williams, Gene & Linda Williams’ son 
 Juanita High 
 Laura Lee, Gerry Wasner’s youngest 

daughter 
 Rebecca Merhaut, Phyllis Merhaut’s 

daughter-in-law 
 Leon Hart 
 Janell, Phyllis Merhaut’s sister 
  

Prayers for Peace, Strength, & Encouragement 
 The Goodell Family, as they mourn the 

passing of Barb’s father. 
 Family and Friends of Albert Schwoch, one 

of Duana’s closest friends, as they mourn his 
passing 

 Bob Stratton 
 Rachel Bearce 
 Rachel’s 2 Grandmothers 
 Rob Eier, Wendell Fleener ’s grandson 
 DeLaine O’Leary, Patty Funk’s cousin 
 Mary Miller, sister of Mike Wingren 

 

Our brothers and sisters around the globe 
mired in war and political violence 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 

The Finance Committee reviewed the church’s 
financial activity for the second quarter of the year 
(April 1st – June 30, 2016) at its regular July 
meeting. We are pleased to report that during this 
period our income exceeded our expenses by 
$10,080. It was a very good quarter. And, a quick 
review of our overall financial status as of June 30, 
2016 shows that we are on-target to meet our 2016 
budget. No unexpected expenses have arisen, and our 
regular expenses are all within budget. 

As always, we would especially like to thank everyone 
for their pledges and loose offerings. It is your 
continuing generosity that allows our church to meet 
our financial responsibilities every month. 

Please remember, we are always happy to have 
anyone attend the regular Finance Committee 
meetings – the next one is scheduled for August 
25th at 5:00 PM at the church. If you are interested in 
attending a meeting, or if you have any questions 
about our finances, please feel free to contact: 
Sandy Shoemaker, Finance Chair, 
at sshoemaker@wavecable.com anytime. 

Blessings From Your Finance Committee 

Our Service 

Thank you to Pete Wyble who has been 
mowing and helping to maintain the church 
grounds! 

 

August Birthdays 
 2nd Phyllis Cass 

 3rd Phyllis Merhaut 

 4th Lynne Lenhart 

  Gary Carter 

 9th Wendell Fleener 

 18th Tom Lenhart 

 19th Peggy Hager 

 20th Kevin Wyble 

 29th Karen Mensinger 

  Pete Wyble 

August Anniversaries 
 4th Bob & Betty Helm 

 20th Mel & Lynn Coffman 

 25th Bob & Peggy Hager 

 26th Tom & Lynne Lenhart 

 31st Gene & Linda Williams 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
2pm Love 
Letters 

2 
2pm ACA 
 

7pm NA 

3 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

4 
6pm ACA 

5 
7pm NA 
 
Office Closed 

6 

7 
8:30am 1st 
Sunday Breakfast 
 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
w/Communion 

8 
Office Closed 

9 
2pm ACA 
 

6:30pm UMW 
Meeting 
 

7pm NA 

10 
6pm 
“The Word” 

11 
6pm ACA 

12 
7pm NA 

13 
 

14 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 

 

15 
2pm Love 
Letters 

16 
2pm ACA 
 

7pm NA 

17 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCC 
hosted by 
NMUMC  
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

18 
2pm FIA BOD 
 

5pm Trustees, 
Finance, & SPR 
 

6pm ACA 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 

19 
7pm NA 

20 

21 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

22 

 
23 
2pm ACA 
 

5:30pm 
NMR BOD 
 

7pm NA 

24 
6pm 
“The Word” 

25 
6pm ACA 

26 
9am 
Downstairs 
Painting Party! 
 

7pm NA

27

28 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

29 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 

30 
2pm ACA 
 

7pm NA 

31 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

  



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect 

us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us  

in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in San Diego, CA 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson at Quantico 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed In Afganistan 

 

August 2016 

Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


